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— Courteout Reader, 

'T hath been uſual with moſt of thoſe who have Tran- 
ſat:d this Autbor into any Language, to ſpend much 
of therr Time and Paper in Taxing bis Impieties, 

and confuting his errours and falſe principles as they are 
pleaſed to call them , if upon peruſal of bus Writings I 
bad found bim guilty of any thing that could deceive the 
Simple, or prejudice the reſt of Mankind, I ſhould not 
bat put thee to the hazard of reading bim in thine own 
Language 3 but rather bave ſuffered him ſtill to ſleep in 
the ob{carity of his own, than endanger the World, but 
being very well aſſured of the contrary, an1 that the 4 Age 
will rather receive advantage than dam:ge by this pub- 
iertion, T did yet think that it was fit to ſay ſomething 
Preface, 10 vindicate owr Author from thoſe Slan- 
der which Prieſts and other byaſs'd Pens have laid up. 
; but ſtill I thought, what it might prove a = 

4n 


The Preface to the Reader. 
and preſumptuous undertaking , and might excite laug 
ter, for a perſon of my ſmall Parts and Abilities, to 
pologize for one of the greateſt Wits and profqgendt 
FJudgements that ever lived amongſt the Moderns : 
this perplexity, Thad the good fortune t» meet with t 
Letter of his own writing ; which hath delivered 
from thoſe ſcruples, and furniſhed me with an opportunity 
ty of jultifying this great Perſon by bis own Pen. Ke 
ceive then this choice Piece with benignity, it bath we- 
ver before heen publiſhed in any Language, but lurked 
-. for aboye BO. years in the private Cabinets of bis own 
Kindred , and the Deſcendants of his own admirers in 
Florence, till in the beginning of the Pontificat »f 
Urbanc the Sth. it was procured by the Jeſuits and »- 
ther buſie bodies, and brought to Rome with an intut- 
tion to divert that wiſe Pope from his deſign of main$ 
one of Nicholas Machiavels Name and Family Cars 
dinal, as (notwithſtanding all their oppoſition) he did / 
not long after. When it was gotten into that City, it 
wanted not thoſe who had the judgement and curioſity to 
copy it , and ſo at length came to enjuy that priviledg# 
which all rare pieces ( even the ſharpeſt Lybels and Paſa 
quitls ) challenge in that Court , which ir to be ſold ta 
Strangers, one of which being a Gentleman of this Coun+ 
trey brought it over with bim at bir return ſrom thence 
in the year 11.45, and baving tranſlated it into Engliſh, 
aid communicate it to diverſe of bis Frieuds , and by 
means of ſome of them, it hath hern my good fortune to be 
capable of making thee a preſent of it, and let it ſerve as 
an Apology for our Author and bis Writings , if thou 
th.nke(t 


- 
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The Preface rothe Reader. 
inkefÞ be need any. I muſt confeſs I believe his works 
quive little, but rather praiſe and admiration, yet I 
"ob I could as well jutifie one undertaking of bis not 
Yong after the writing of this Letter ;,, for we find in the 
tory of thoſe times, that in the Month of Augult fol- 
wing, in the ſame year 1537. this Nicolo Machi« 
vellt ( except there were another of his name ) was com- 
mitted priſoner 20 the Bargello, amongſt thoſe who were 
$akenin Arms againſt Colimo at the Caſtle of Monte- 
:tharli,notwithftanding all his complements in this Let- 
Fter to that Prince, and profeſſed obligations to him ; if 
his be ſo, we muſt impute it to his too great zeal, to con- 
enr with thedefires of the univerſality at that time , in 
reftoring the Liberty of their Countrey, which hath ſo far 
zeFd the judgements even of great and wiſe Men that 
hou ſeeft many grave Authors among t the Ancients have 
en cmmended and deifyed the ingratitude and treach- 

® ery of Brutus and Caſlms. But certainly this crime of bis 
would have been much more wnpardonable, if be hd liv. 
'ed to fre bis own Prophefie fulfilled in the Perſons and 
Deſcendants of this great Colimo, for there was never 
any ſuccrſrion of Princes fince the World began, in which 
all the Royal Virtues and Dualities neerſſary to thoſe 
who rule over Men were more eminently perſpicnons than 

/ individual of this line z ſo that thoſe people bave 

as little cauſe as ever any had to lament the change of 
1.11 Government ,, their great Dukes hawvmyg been truly 
Warlrs of their Country, and treated their Subj:(s 
be Children, though their power be above all limitatt- 
04, 4ove all fundamental Laws 3 but they baving no 
Law, 


: 
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The Preface to the Reader. I 
Law, are a Law to themſelves. ITcannot chuſe but nd 
(ance in ſome few of their Benefits to their people, firſts" 
the making the River Arno Nevigable from Pila 16" 
Florence in a year of Dearth , that ſo the poor mighbs 
be ſet on work and have Breaq, and the Traffich, of 
both Cities infinitely facilitated , their making at their © 
own charge a Canal from Livorne to Pila, their 
ereting at Pila a famous Univerſity , paying the Pro- 
feſsors who_are eminent for Learning , and diſcharging” 
all other incidencies out of their own Revenue , beſides; 
the raiſing (tately Buildings for Schonls and Librarig, 
their founding a renowned Order of Knighthood, and , 
keeping the Chapter in the ſame City; and ardeving a 
conſiderable number of Knights conſtantly to reſide there, 
both which intend-4 and performed by them, to encreaſe 
the concourſe, and reſtore the wealth to the once opulent 
' Inhabitants of that place. Their new Building, fortify« 
ing and enfranchizing Livorne , that even by the 2- 
boliſhing their own Cuſtoms they might enrich #heir 
Subj-fs, and make that Port as it now is ) tbe Maga- 
Zine of a'l the Levant Trade. And laſtly , Their not 
having in 140 years ever levyed any new Tax upon gbeir 
people, excepting in the year '©42. 10 defend tht Li- 
berties of Italy againſt the Barbarians. Theſe things 
would nicrit a Panegyrich if either my parts, or|this 
ſhort Advertiſement would admit it, I ſhall conclude 
then after I have barn a juſt and dutiful teſtimony to 
the merits of the Prince who now governs that State, 
ina whom ( if all the Princely virtues and endowments 
ſhould be lf ) they might be found and reſtored again 
to 


| The Prefaceto the Reader; 
ib» tbe world: As ſome ingenious Artiſts in the laſt 
4re, retrieved the Art of Sculpture by certain has IC. 
lievos remaining on ſome Pillars and Walls at Rome; 
The Prudence, Magnanimity, Charity, Liberalty, and 
above all the humanity, courtefie, and affability of the 
Prince , though they exceed my expreſſions , yet they are 
ſufficiently known, not only 10 his Subj:&s( the conſtant 
objeAr of bis care and goodneſs ) but even to all Stran- 
gers, more parti wlarly to our Nation, be baving un- 
dertaken a tromb Journey to wiſt this Kingdom, 
end 10 make it witneſs and partaker of his tranſcendent 
generoſity and bounty , which be hath continued ever 
fince, as canbe 1iſtificd by all who bave had the honour 
to wait upon bim in his ownCountry,or the good fortune 
but to fee bim in owre. T1 my ſelf who bave heen ſo 
bappy to be admitted into his preſence, and have been 
bhonowred fince in baving bis Highneſs my cuſtomer for 
many choice Books to encreaſe ( not bis knowledge , for 
that 1s beyond receiving any addition by Books ) but bis 
 exricfity and bis Library, do think my ſelf beund in Du- 
&y to take this poor opportunity of t«(tifying my gratitude 
; and devotion to this excelient Prince. Ay tothis Letter 
' 1 have notbing more to ſay , but that thou mayeſt ſce 
bow right this Author was ſet in Principles of Religi- 
on, before be c:ruld have the information which 
we bave had fince frem the Pens of moſt Learned 
a1 Rational Controverſiſts in thoſe points, and 
therefore thow mazſt admire the ſagacity of bis 
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” Nicolas Macmavers 


Letter to 


PF ANOBIUs  BUONDELMONTIUS, 
In Vindication of bimfelf and bis Writings. 


' 


HE Diſcourſe we had lately ( dear Zeno. 

T ® bio) in the dclighttul Gardens of our old 
deceaied Fricnd Ceifimo Ruecellai, and the 
preſſing importunity of Gwiles Silviati, 

bat | would uſe ſame mcans to wipe off the many 
{perſions caſt upon my Writings , gives you 
e preſent trouble of reading this Letter ,, and. | 
me the pleaſure of writing it ; which laſt would=+4 
X infingely greater, if [ were nor at this day tq@ þ 
>ld,and roo inconfiderable, and by the change of 
pur Government wholly jncapable of pertorm- 
mg, cithcr with my Brain or mv Hand, any tur- 
ther {ervice to ny Country; for it hath cver becn 
my opinion, that whoſoeycr gocs abour ro make 
Men publickly aquainted with his Actions,, or 
Apologize ro the World for Imputations laid 
ppcn him , cannot be exculcd from vanity and 
imyertinence, cxcept his Parts and Opportunt- 
tics be ſuch, as may enable him to be inftrum«n- 
'al forthe good of others, and that he cannot ar- 
A Cluicyc 
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chicve that excellent end , without juſtifyin 
himlclt trom having any indirc&t and baſe onedf 
and procureing truſt from Mcn, by clearing the 
repute of his Juſtice and lntegrity to them. Buy 
although this be far from my caſe; yet I hay 
veelded (you ſee) to the cntreaty ot Guilio a 
the reſt of that Company, not only becaule Ia 
ſufficiently ( both by the reſtraint of our Preſs 
and the diſcretion of the perſon I wrice r») aſſured 
that this Letter will never be made publick , but 
for thar | eſtcem it a cy to clear thar excellent 
Socicty, from the Scandal of having ſo danger- 
ous and pernicious a Perſon to be a Member of 
their Converſation; for by reaſon of my Age,and 
ſince rhe loſs of our Liberty , and my Suffcrings! 
under that Monſter of Luſt and Cruelty Alexander 
de Medeci, \ct over us by the Divine vengeanc 
for out lins, I can be capable of no other 'B {11gn) 
or Enjoyment, than to delight and be delighted 
in the company of ſo many Choile and Virtuous 
Perſons, wio now aſſemble themſelves with all 
ſecurity, under the Happy and Hopetul Reign 
OUr new Prince, Coſimo ; And we may lay þ tha 
rhouzh our Co mmon-wea!th be not reſtored ,ou 
Slav cry satanend, and that hecoming in by our" 
own choice, may prove ( it I have as good skill 
in pr opheſying as I have had formerly ) Anceſtor” 
to many renowned Princes, who will govern this 
$:arc in great Quietnels, and with great Clemen-z 
cy ; (0 that our Polterity i is like to enjoy caſe and*? 
Security* 
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#curity, though not that Greatnel(s, Wealth, ut 
-lory, by which our Ciry hath for ſome ycars 
* (even is the moſt factious and tumultuous 
Fimes of our Democracic ) given Law to I- 
, and bridled thc Ambition of For reign Pcin- 
But, that I may avoid the Lt quacity inci-.. 
nt to old Men, I will cometo the bulineſs. It 
remember well, che exceptions that arc taken 
theſe poor things | have publiſhed , are redu- 

ible to three ; | 
* Firſt, That in all my IWritings, T infinuate my great 
AﬀedTion to the Dem-erical Government , even [0 
much as to undervalue that of Monarchy in reſped 
of it, which laſt I do., not obſcaerely in many paſſ #- 
ger, Teach, and as it were, Perſwade the People 

fo throw © 
Next, That in ſome places I Vent wery great Impie- 
r, ſighting and velifying the Church, as Author 
Il the miſgovernment in the World, and by ſuch 
ntempt make way for Atheiſm an4 profanensſs. 
And altly, That in my hook of the Frince, I teach 
Monarchs all the execrable Villanies that can be 
vented , and inftrudt them bow to break, Faith, 
14 to oppreſs and enſlave their Subjects. 


2 


, | || an(wer-ſomething roevery one of rhele, 
» and that I may obſerve a right Mcthud, will be- 
itt with the firſt ; 


-—- 


Having lived in an Age when our poor Coun- 
rrey 
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4 Nicholas MachiaveP's Letter, | 
tr-y and Government have {uffered more chaw 
gc; an 1 revolutions , than ever did perhaps 8s 
ja: av Propl-1ia fo ſhort a time, and having 
I. | til rhe takin of Florence , my (hare in t 
ranging of Aﬀaics, durins almolt all theſe A | 
te a:19n; ; forums in the quality of Secr eta 
of ur City, and fom-.timcs employed in EK 
bal irs 2 Tout : i {.t ny (cif to rca:! rhe Hilltc 
ry of Ancient ani Modem times , that 1 mig! 
by tar mcans find out whether there had ne 
l 


: 
-©% 


; *n inall Ages rhe like Viciflituldes and Acct- 
©1054 in State firs, and ro ſcarch out rhe cau 
{i of them, and having in ſom: {ort (atisfied my* 
{ thercin, I conld not abſtain from (cribling 
joamerhing of the 1wo chict kinds of Govern 
1nat, Mmarchy and Democracy , of which all 0 
+ torms are but mixtures, and fince neithel 
11v ”24rts nor. Learning could arrive to tollo 
[tops of the Ancients 5 by writing accordin: 
:.10d and Art, as Plato, Ariſtotle , and 
iv others have done upon this Tubjett ; I ds 
went inv (elf to make flight obſervations 
1 beth , bv giving a bare character of a Pri 
agro 1,0 Uamarchical trame, and as to the Popul 
clufing, :l,* pert-teſt and moſt ſucceſsful of a 
Gov-":rmeu's of that kind upon Earth, and if 
my Ditcourles upon it , tollowing the order 
my Anchor , wir us ever taking, upon nie 
arg. problemaricaliic, much lels tro diqt 
which of theſe two Governmceuts is the beſt : 


trom 


Nicholas Machia vel s Litter. , 
im my way of bandiing matters in my dit- 
Tour ſes upon Livy, and from thole incomparable 
Vinuecs 2nd great A ions we read of in that Hi- 
; and from the Oblervations I make , men 
41 conclude (, which is , I mult contels my 0- 
'nion ) that the ex:cllencic of chole Counſels 
ad Archievements , and the improvement 
liich Mankind , and as | may fo lay, Humane 
Nature it {clt obtained amongſt the Romans , did 
*Pprocced naturally from their Gove: nment, and 
© was but a plain efle& and conlequence of che 
{perfection of their Common wealth: I ſay if 
{Readers will thus judge , how can I in reaſon be 
| accuſed for that ? it would become thole who 

lay this blame upon mc to andeceive them 

i my Paprrs have miiſ-led , an« to ſhew the 
{World to what orhcr cauics we may impute 
+ choſe admirable cftctts , thoſe Hrroick qualities 
and performances , that integrity and purity of 
manncrs, that ſcorning of riches and lite it 1elf, 
when che publick was concerned : It they pleaſe 
ro do this, they will oblidge my Readers, who 
> wi.l owe to {uch the reftitying their Judgements, 
arid not at all offend me, who have reaſoned 
this matter impartially and without pathon; nor 
have poſitively affirmed any thing. Burt , what 
# 4i this part of my acculation had been true? Why 
+ ſhould I be condemned of Hereſie , or indiſcrc- 
tion of preterring a Common wealth betorc a Mon- 


erchy > Was I not Born, Bred, and imployed in | 
” 2 


> 
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Fa 


+ Teſtament , 
« made but one Goyernment for Men, that this 
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a City, which being at che time I write, rne 
that form of Government, did owe all wealt 
ad greatneſs , and all proſperity to it > If Tha 
not very defignedly avoided all dogmaticaing 
in my obſervations ( being not willing ro im 
tate young Scholars in their Declamations ) 
might caltly have concluded trom tne premitll 
Iay down, that a Democracy founded upon good 
Orders is the beſt and moſt excellent Government 
and this without the leaſt tear of contutation,for I 
firmly believe, that there are none but Flatts 
rers and Sophiſters would oppole me, ſuch as 
will reſt Arift-tle, and cven Plats himſelt, ro make 
them write tor Monarchy, by milapplying ſome 
looſe pailag: s in thoſe great Authors. $Jnay, will 
tell their Readers, that what is moſt like the 
Government of the World by GOD is the beſt, 
which wholly depends napon his abſolute Power 
to make thiscomparilon, run with four tcer, 
theſe Sycophants mu!'t give the poor Prince they 
intend to Deific, a better and (uperiour Nature 
ro Humanity , muſt Crear a neceſlary deprn- 


dance of all Creatures upon him . muſt cnlug-— 


him wirh infinite widdom and grodnels, and 


even with Omniporency ir ſelf. It will be hard 
for any man to be mil-led in this £ rgument by/ 


"roofs wreſted from Theology , fince wholoey 
reads attcntively the Hiſtorical part of the fd 
ſhall find that GOD himlſeltneve 


Goycrne> 
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rnment was a Common wealth (where in the 
badrim or Senate , and the Congregation or 
lar Aſſembly had thiir ſhare )) and that he 
Anifeſted his high diſpleaſure when the rebelli- 
bas people would turn it into a Monarchy þ bur 
nat | may nor ſtricke upon the rock I profeſs 
SD ſhun, I ſhall paſs ro tha! which is fit indeed to-- 
i wip'd off, and which it ic were true , would - 
lor only juſtly cxpole me to the hatred and ven- 
ance of (OD , and all good men, but even 
ſtroy the deſign and purpoſe of all my Writ- - 
rgs, which is to treat in ſome4ort # as well as 
nc of my (mall parts can hope to do )) of the 
Plitlkg. And how can any man pretend to 
xrire concerning Policy . who deſtroys the moſt 
lJential patt of ir, which is obedience to all Go- 
wernments / It will be very calic then for Gailio 
$abviati , or any other Member of our Society, 
$0 belicve the Proteſtation I make, that the ani- 
mating ot private Men cither directly or indi- 
gettly ro dilubey, much leſs to ſhake oft, any 
poyernment how deſpotical ſocver ,was never in 
my (Thoughts or Writings, thoſe who arc un- 
Willing to give credit to this, may take the pains 
to aſſign in any of my Buoks, the paſſages they 
zraagine to rend that way , ( for I can think of 
none my ſelf ( that ſo] may give ſuch perſons 
ore particular fatisfaftion; I] muſt confeſs] 
Ehave a diſcourſe in one of my Books , to cncou- 
rage the Italian Nation , toaſlume their ancient 
valour, 
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valour, and to expel the Barbarians , nic 
( as the ancient Romans uſed the word  & 
Strangers from amongſt us; but that was befqe 
che Kings of Spain had quict poſletiion of & 
Kingdom of Naples, or the Emperour of th 
Dutchy of Milan ;, {fo that I could not be intery 
ted ro mean that rhe people of thoſe rwo Dom 
nious ſhonld be ſtir*d up to ſhake off their Print 
ces , becauſe they were Forreigners, firice a 
that time I ad-vic Sforzz was in poſlcethon of t 
one, and K. Frederick reſtored to the other, borki 
Natives of Iraly ; but my deſign was to exhorrt our 
Countrey-men not to ſuffer this Province tO bg 
* the Scene of the Arms aud Ambition of Charles 
the gh... or K. Lewis his Succeſſor,who when they 
had a mindgzo renew the old Title of the Houle 
of Anjou to the Kingdom of Naples , came wity 
ſuch torce into Italy , that not only our ga 
were plundered , and our Lands waſted , by 
even the liberty of our Cities and Governmer 
endangered, but to unite and oppole-them, at 
to keep this Province in the hands of Princes of Of 
own Nation, this my intention is ſo viſible 
rhe Chapter it ſelf, that I need bur refer-you to 
Yer that 1 may not anſwer this imputation b 
ly by denying , I ſhall aflerr in this place wk 
my principles are in that which the World catt 
Rebellion, which I believe to be not only riling [ 
Arms againſt any government we live undes 
but ro acknowledge that word to cxtend to 
ah 
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ine Conſpiracies too , by which the pcace 

Wd quict of any Kang may be interrupted, 
nd by conſequence the Livesand Eſtates of in. 
mocent Perlons endangered. Rebellion then fo 
cribed, I hold to be the greateſt crime that 
be committed amongſt men, both againſt 

Te Icy Moralicy, and m foro Conſeientie ;, but 
morwichſtanding all this , it is an offence which 
11 be commircted whilſt the World laſts, as of- 
ten as Princestytannize, and by enfſlaving and 
RF qpreſiing their Subjzets, make Magiltracy, 
Which was intended for the benefit of Mankind, 
Þrove ra Plague and Deſtruction to it; for let 
She tcrrour and the guilt be never ſo great, it 
impoſſible that Humane Nature , which con- 
s of Paſhon as well as Virtue can ſupport with 
aticnce and ſubmitſſhon the greateſt cruclty and 
WM juſtice, when ever cither the weakncſs of their 
Princes, the unamity of the Pcople, or any o- 
er favourable accident, ſhall give them rea- 
ble hopes to mend their condition, and pro- 

de better for their own intereſt by in{arreftion. 

d chat Princes and States ought in the ConduCt 
their Aﬀairs , not only to conſider what their 
tople are bound to ſubmit to; if they were in- 
Wired from Heaven , or were all Moral Philo- 
Sphcrs, but to weigh likewile what is probable 
fafto to fall our, in this corrupt age of the 
World, and tro reflect upon thoſe dangerous 
umulcs, which have happened frequently nor 
; Þ only 
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only upon oppreſſhon , but even by reaſon «4 
Malveriation, and how ſome Monarchies (12% 
been wholly {ubverted and change] into Dems 
eracies by the T yranny of the Princes, as we 1 

(ro lay nothing Of Rome) ric powerfu! Cantons 
Switzerland br. ught by that means a licrlt 
betore the laſt age, to a conſiderable Common 
wezkh, courted and fought by all the Potent it 
Chriftendom. It Princes wi 1 fcrioafly conſiders 
this, I make no queſtion but they will iwuit 
with Clemency and rg wa and return tee 

that excellent Maxim of the Arcients ( almo' 

exploded in this Age ) that the intereſt of King: 

and of their People is the ſame, which truth © 

hath been the whole deſign ot my Writings x& | 

convince them of. 

| I 2m charged then, in the ſecond place, with 

| Imbpietv, and villifving the Church, and ſoto make waz 

| fir Athuſm. |] do not deny bur thatI have fre 

t, quently in my Writings hid the blame upon thy 
? Churchof Rome, not only for all the milgoyern 
; ment of Chriſtenlom , bur even for the 
vation and almoſt total Deſtruftion of Chrifti 
Religion ic (elf in this Province z Burt that this D 
comle of mine dot'1, or can tend ro teach M 
impicty, or to make way for Atheilm , I ps 
remptorily de'1y : And although for proof of my 
innocence hercin , I need not bur refer 

and all others to my Papers themſelves, as they 


are now publiſhed ( where you will find ao T 
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Meaſons drawn from Experience , and frequent 
(Examples cited, which is ever my way of Argu- 
my ) yer fince] am pur upon it, I ſhall in a tew 
make that matter pothbly a litrle clearer ; 

And ſball firſt make proteitation , That as | do 
Fndoubredly hope , by the Merits of CHRIST, 
and by Faith in Him, to attain Eternal Salya- 

tion ; (o I do firmly bclieve the Chriſtian Pro- 

gicfſion to be: the only true Religion nuw in the 
World : Next, lam fully periwaded . that all 
Divine Veritics , which GOD then defigned ro 

xcach the World, are contained in the Books 
ft holy Scripture, as they arc now extant and 
'received amongſt us. From them I underſtand 
=—_ GOD created Mar, in purity and innocen- 
tic , and that the firſt of char Species , by their 
railty , loſt at once their integtity and their Pa- 
zadiſc, and intail'd fin and miſery upon their 
Folteriry ; that Almighty GOD to repair this 
als , did our of his infinite Mercy, and with un- 

parallcl'd grace and goodnels, ſend his only be- 
Yreren Son into the World , to teach us new 
waths, to be a perfet example of virtue, good- 
We. and obedience, toreſtore true Religion, de- 


"5 amongſt the Fews into Superſtition, 


Torrmality, and Hypocritic, to dic for the Salva- 
Prion of Mankind ;, and in fine, to give tous the 
Holy Spirit, to regenerare our Hearts, ſupport 
aur Faith, and lead us into all truch. Now it 


it ſhall appear that as the luſts of our firſt Parents 
| B 2 did 


© 
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diJ ar that time diſappoint the good intention of 
GOD, in making a pure World , and brovoty 
in by thcir diſobedience the corruptions that art 
now in it- So that ſince likewiſe the Biſhops of 
Rome, by their inſatiable ambition and avarice; 
have deſignedly.as much as in them Ives #fruſlras 
red the Mercitul Purpoſe He had, in the hipps 
Reſtauration He intended the World by H 
So, and in the renewing end reforming of Hi 
mane Nature , and have wholly dctaced , an 
ſpoiled Chriltian Religion,and made it a Work- 
ly and a Heatheniſh thing , and altogether vn- 
capable, as it is praftiled amongſt rhem, e'thei 
of directing the wayes of its pro'eſlors to virtr't 
and good lite,or of ſaving their Souls hereatcer. 
| ſay, this doappzar | know no reafon why I.tc«, 
dereſting thus much , and for giving warain; 
ro the World totake heed of their wayes, ſhow!-: 
be accuſed of Impicty or Atheiſm ; or why |; 
Holine(s ſhould be (o inrag:d againſt the pr 
Inhabirants of the Valleys in Savoy, and aga' 1 
the Albizeſi for calling him Antichriſt: but co fiat 
that it is an undonbted truth, I mean that tis 
Popes have corrupted Chriſtian Religion , 7 
need þurt read the N-w Teſtament (acknowledg.: 
by themſelves to be of infallible truchjand thee 
we ſhall ſee, that the Faith and Religion p1e48 
ched by Chriſt, and letled afterwards by his 
Apoſiles, and cultivated by their Sacred Epiſtiag 
0.7 
s 


is{o different a thing from the Chriſtianity ri 
DA 
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*now profelsd and taught at Rome , that we 
Mou.d be convinc'd, that it thoſe. Holy Men 
Mould be (ent by GOD again into the Wor la, 
hey would take more pains to confute this Gal. 
wmavfry, than ever they did to preach down the 
s radition of the Phariſees, or the Fable« aud 
Bdolatry of the Gentrles ;, and would in probati- 
Mity ſuffer a new Mar: yrdom in that City under 
the Vicar of CHRIST, for the ſame DoQtrine 
E which once animated the Heathen Tyrant a- . 
vgainſt chem. Nay , we have lomething more 
pro ſay againſt theſe Sacrilegious pretenders tv 
* GODS power; for whereas all other falſe wor- 
& ſhips have bcen (ct up by ſome politick Legitla- 
tors, for the ſupport and prelervation of Gv- 
vernment, this falſe, this ſpurious Religion 
f brought in upon the ruines of Chriſtianity by 
'the Popex , hath deformed the face of Gevern- 
ment in Ewrepe; deſtroying all the good prin- 
' Ciples, and Morality lett us by the Heathen them- 
ſelvcs, and introduced in ſtead thereof, Sordid, 
.Cowardly, and impolitick Notions , whereby 
they have ſubjected Mankind, and even greac 
Princes and States, to their own Empire, and 
never ſuffered any Orders or Maxims to take 
' Place where they fave power that might make a 
Nation Wiſe , Honeſt , Great or Wealthy : 
This I have fer down (o plainly in thoſe paſlaycs 
of my Book which are cymplained of , that |! 
| thall (ay nothing at all for the proof of it in this 


: 


—_—_ 


placc, but reter you thither, and come to {fcak}; 
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#; , 
alicle more particularly of my firſt 
that the Popeand his Clergy have deprykd Ci 
ſhan Religion. Upon: this ſubje& I could irs 
nitely with , now Leners begin ro revive agail 
that {ome Learned Pen would employ it (4 
and that ſome prrſon verl'd in the Chrpnolg 
of the Church ( as thev call it ) would deduce'vt 
of the Lcclefiaſtical Writers, the time and ma) 
ncr kow thele abules crept inz and by what Ar 
and Steps this Babel that reaches at Hcaven , w: 


Jig tf 


" builtby theſe Sons of the Earth ; but this matic 


as unſuitable tothe brevity of a Lerner , and it 
dccd more ro my {mall Parts and Leatning, 
ſhall nt prerend to, being one who never hiche, 
co ſtudied or wrice of Theology, further than | 
did naturally concern the Politicks z cheretore 
ſhall only deal by the New Teſtamcut as I hav 
done formerly by Titus Livius, that is, mak 
obſervatians or reflections upon it, and leav 
you and Mr.'Gwilio, and rhe reſt of our Socier! 
to makethe jadgement, nor citing like Preach 
ers, the Chapter or Verie ; becaule the readi 
of Holy Scrip.urc is lictle ul'd, and indecd hard 
ly permitted amongſt us. To begin at the rop 
] would have any rcaſonable man tell me. 
whence this unmeaſureable power, long claim'd, 
and now polletÞ'd by the Biſhop of Rome, 1s deriv- 
cd, firſt of being CHRISTS Vicar, and by 
that ( as] may o lay ) pretending to a Monopo- 
ly of the Holy Spirit ( which was ptomiled and 
| given 
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2 tothe whole Church, that is, tothe Ele» 
$4ints) as is plain by a clauſe in Sc. Peters Ser- 
dn, made the very ſame time that the mira- 
wlous gitrs of the Spirit «& GOD were firſt given 
þ the Apoſtles, who ſays to the Jews and Gen- 
les, Repent and be Baptized every one of you in the 
ame of Jeſus Chriſt for the remiſſion of ſins, and ye 

I receive the gift of the Holy Ghoſt , for this promiſe 
to you and to your Children , and to all that are afar 
ﬀ, even as many as the LORD our GOD ſhall call. 
Next, to j1dge infallibly of Divine Truth, and 
d forgive fins as CHRIST did. Then to be the 
Acad of all Eccleſiaſtical Perſons and Caules in 
the World ; to be fo far above Kings and Princes, 
to Judge, Depole, and Deprive them, and to 
ve anabſolute JarildiQtion over all the affairs 
Chriſtendom, in Ordine ad Spiritualia ;, Vt all 
is the Canonilts allow him, and he makes no 
Kruple to aflume, whilſt it is plain char 1 the 

hole New Teſtament there is nodelſcription made 
f tach an Officer to be at any timeinthe 
urch, except it be in the Prophecy ot the - 
eelyps, or in one of Sr. PaxPs Epiſtics, where 
e layes, Who it is that ſhall fit inthe Temple of GOD. 
Fbewing bimfelf that be is GOD. CHRIST tells us, 
bir Kingdom is not of this World ; And. if any will he 
the greateſt amongſt his Diſciples , that b» muſt be ſer- 
want to the r:ſt;which ſhews that his Followers were 
ito be great in Santtity and Humility, and not 1n 
workily power. 


| . The 
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The Apoſtle Paxl writing to the Chriſtians 
thoſe times, almoſt in every Epiſtle commane 
them to be obedient to the Higher Powers , or Mag 
ftrates ſet over them ; and St. Peter himſelf C fron 
whom this extravagant Empire is pretended t 
bederived ) in his firſt Epiſtle, bids us ſubmit 
ſelves to every ordinanee of man for the LORDS ſaks 
whether it be to the King, or, &c and this is en 
joyn'd although it is plain, that they who go 
vern'd the Work in thoſe days , were bot! 
Heathens, Tyrants, and Ulſurpers, and in thi 
ſubmiſlionthere is no exception or proviſo tor E: 
cleliaſtical immunity. The praftice as wel as pre 
cepts of thote Holy Men ſhews plainly that they 
had no intention to leave Succeſlors, who ſhoul: 
deprive Hereditary Princes from their right 0 
Reigning for differing in Religion, who without 
all doubr are by the appointment of the Apoſtle 
and by the principles of Chriſtanity, ro be obey: 
cd and {ubmirred to ( in things wherein the tun- 
damental Laws of the Government give them 
wer } though they were 7 ws Or Gentiles. I 
| thould cell you by what Texts in Scripture the 
Popes claim the powers before mentioned , ut 
would ſtir you up to laughter, and proye roo 
light for ſo ſerious a matter , yet becauſe poſſibly 
you bave never heard ſo much of this ſubjeR 
before, I ſhall inſtance in a few: They tell you 
therctore that the Jurildidtion they pretend over 
the Church, and the power of pardoning fins, 
Cc. mC 
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mes from CHRIST to it. Peter, and, from 
2 to them. Tho art Peter , and wpon this Rock 
will build my Church , I will give thee the Keyes of 
be Kingdom of Heaven, whatſoever thou ſhalt bind on 
wth ſhall be bound in Heaven , and whatſoever thou 
loſe on Earth, &c. From theſe two 
Texts ridiculouſly applycd , comes this great 
ree which hath with its branches over ſpread 
he whole Earth, and kill'd all the good and 
holſome Plants growing upon ir; The firſt 
Text will never by any man of ſenſe be under- 
ſtood to ſay more, than that the Preaching, Suf- 
fcring. and Miniſtry of Peter, was like to be a 
preat foundation and Pillar of the Dofrine of 
hriſt; the other Text C as alſo another ſpoken 
by our Saviour, to all his Apoſtles, whoſe fins ye 

\ remit they are remitted, and whoſe fins ye retzin they 
are retained) arc all by the primitive Fathers in- 
e:rpreted in this manner, whereſover you ſhall 

+ cfictuallypreach the Golpel,you ſhal carry wich 
| you Grace, and Remiſſhon of ſins to them which 
| ſhall follow your inſtruftions 5 bur the people 


> who hal not have theſe joyful Tidings com- 
municated by you to them, ſhall remain in 
darkneſs, and in thcir (ins. But if any will con- 
reſt, that by ſome of theſe laſt Texts, that Evan- 
pelical Excommunication , which was after. 
wards brought into the Church by the Apoſtles, 
was here preſignified by our great Maſter, ow 
; unlike 


0 
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unlike were thoſe cenſures to thoſe now thund&t 
cd out ( as he calls it ) by the Pope 2 theſe wey 
for edih-a-ion, and not deſtruction, to "fil 
the fleſh tor the ſalyation of the Soul , that thu 
Apoltolical Ordinance was pronounced for ſoml 
notorious Scandal or Apoſtacy from the Faith 
an! firſt decreed by the Churchz that is , thy 
whole Congregation preſent , and then denoun 
ced by the Vaſtor , and reached onlv to debat 
ſuch perſons from partaking of the Communi 
on or fellowſhip of that Chutch , till Repen 
tance ſh uldre-admit him , but was followed by 
no oth: r proſecution or chaſtiſement, as is now 
praftiſed. But ſuppoſe all theſe Texts had beer 
as they would have them , how does this-make 
for the Succeſſors of Sr. Peter or the reſÞ Or !1w 
can this provethe Biſhops ot Rome to have right 
to ſuch Succeſhon ? But I make haſte from. this 
ſubjzeft , and ſhal urge bur one Text more ; 
which 1s, the ſpiritual man judgeth all men, * but is 
himſelf judged of none , from whence is inferred by 
the Canoniſts, that farſt, che Pope is the Spiricual 
man; and then that he isto be Judge ot all che 
World; and 1:ſt, that he is never to be lyable to 
any judgment himſelf; whereas it is obvious to 
the meaneſt underſtanding : St. Paw! in t' is text 
mcans to diſtinguiſh berween a peri n in{pired 
with rhe Spiricot God, and remaining one 1n the 
flarc of Nature, which latter he fayes cannot 
jadge of thoſe Heavenly gifts and graces, as he 
explains 
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plains himſclt when he fays , The natural man 
diſcern the rings of the Spirit , becauſe they are 
liſhneſs unto bim. To take my leave of this 
natrer wholly out of the way ot my Studies , I 
ll beg of you Zen-bio and of Gazhio, and the 
of our ySocicty to read over carctully the 
New Teftament, and then to (ce wat ground there 
for Purgatory (by which all the wealth and 
catneſs hath accrew*'d to theſe men ) what co- 
pur for the 1 latrous worſhip of Saints, and 
heir Images, and particularly for {peaking in 
heir hymes and prayers toa piece of wood ( the 
*Crols I mean ( Salve Lignum, &c. and then fac nos 
dignos beneficiorum Chriſti, as you may read in 
*taat Office, what colour, or rather what excule 
zzor that horrid unchriſtian., and barbarous En- 
gine called the lnquifitimm, brought in by the 
*ommand and Authority of the Pope, the in- 
+ ventor of which , Peter a Dominican Frycr hav- 
{ ing been {lain amongſt the Albigeff, as he well 
{&eicrved, is now Cannoniz'd for a Saint, and 
Mtid , San Pietro Martine: In the dreadful Pri- 
| this Inquiſition , many faithful and pious 
hriſtians C to ſay nothing of honeſt Moral 
Miors or Mahometans) are tormented and {a- 
; milh'd, or, if they our live their ſufferings 
+ burnt publickly to death, and that only tor diff 
| Ing in Religion trom the Pope, without having 
. 


any crime, or the leaſt miſdemeanor proved 
or alledged againſt them , and this is inflicted 
upon 
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20 ebolas Machiavels T itter- 
upon theſe poor Creatures, by thoſe who proſe 
ro believe the Scripture , which tells ws, th 
faith is the gift of God, withou: whoſe tycci: 
Illumination no man can obtain ir; amd the: 
fore is not in reaſon or humanity to be guni\}; 
for wanting it: And Chriſt himſelf clca 
ly deciced that point in bidding us ket the £21 
and the wheat grow together nllthe Hire! 
thatT ſhall never make any diffculry coca!! | 
Amchriſt , who ſhall uſe rhe leaſt preofery: i 
whatloever againſt any differing in mar e1's 
faihfrom himſelf , whether the perfom fo 
ſenting, be Heraick,, Jer, Gemtile, or Motor: 
Next I beleech you to obſerve in rcafmy c| 
Holy Beok { though Chriſtian faſk are dor:tt! 
ct Divine right)what ground there is for cnj0\ 
ing fiſhto be caten (ar leaſt fleſhro be ab#air 
from) for one third part of the year, by wh: 
they pur the poor to great hardſhip, who 1 
havirg purſes to buy wholſome fiſh, are fa* jct 
toall the miſerics and diſcaſes incident to a Þ: 
and unhealrhful dyer, whilſt the rich, and chict 
themlelvesand their Cardinals, exceed Lucu!/ 
in their Luxury, of Oyſters , Turbats, tinder Cra/ 
and Carpioni brought ſome hundreds of miles 
feed their glutrony, upon theſe penitemaal a1 
of atſtinence from Beeff and Pork, It may bc 
will lye in the way of thoſe who obſerve th 
to enquire what St. Paul means whcn he lay 


That in the latter dayes ſome ſhall depart from the fa 
forbidd., 


| Nicholas Machiavels Litter. 2 j:; 
idding to marry, and Commanding to abſtain from |: 
ts which God bath created Fes m_—_—_ with * 
mkegiving ; bur all theſe things, and man 
+ wo brought in by thele h——_ 
hriſtianiry , will I hope &re long be enquired ** | 
to by ſome of the Dilciples of that bold Fryer, 
ho the very ſame year in which | protclied 
at the ſcourge of the Church was not tar off 
gan tothunder againſt their Indulgencies, and 
ace hath queſtioned many tenets long received | 


 B 
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1d impoled upon the world. I ſhall conclude 
is diſcourſe after] have ſaid a word of the 
Iſt Hclliſh of all the innovations brought in '| | 
the Popex, which is the Clergy , thele area ;| | 
t of men under pretenceof miniltring to the ! | | 
»ple in holy things, ſet a part and ſeparat cd {| : 
| \m the reſt of mankind ( from whom theyj| | 
1 vea very diſtin, /and a very oppoſite in+| | 
| reſt bby a humane Ceremony called by af 
4 vine name; vis Ordination, theſe wherevel| 
I :y arc found( with the whole body of the| | 
%* onks and Fryers, who are call:d the regulay| 
F; ergy ) make a Band which may becalled th(/ 
f 4 nitaries of the Papaey, theie have been the caulcy| | 
*i# all the Solarcilms and immoralities in Gq/ 
1 -1ment, and of all the impicries and abomin 
* 1, n$inReligion, and by conſequence of all i| 
# 'order, = nant , and corruption we (uth 
der in this deteſtable Ape; theſe men by t 
+ + ſhopof Romes help haye crept intoallt 
| Governm 


| 
| | 
[ | 
| 
| 
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| Governments in Chriſte#dom , where there is 
| mixtureot Monarchy, and made themſelves 
| third eſtate: that is, by their iemporalirics (whic 
' are almoſt arhird part of all the Lands in Fare 
; Given them by the blind zeal, or rather folly 
the Northren _ , whu overt ran this pate 
-;the world ) (tept intothe throne , and wh 
Fthey cannot perform by theſe ſecular helps, and 
; bby the dependancy their vaſſals have upon them 
they fail not to claim and touſup, and by the 
| power they pretend to have from God and his 
EL -— pan Rome. They exempt theraſelves, 
| their Lands and Goods, from all ſecular juril; 
diction; that is. from all Courts of Juſtice and 
! Magiſtracy, and will be Jucges in their own 
* Cauics, as in matters of tithe, &c. and not con! 
| tent with this, will appoint Courts of their own 
t to decide Soveraignty in telſtamentary marters, 
nd many other cauſes; and take upon them 9 
; de the {ole puniſhers of many great Crimes, as 
itchcrafr, Sorcery, Adultery, and all unclears 
eſs; toſay nothing of the forementi. ned judis 
 atory of the inquilition :in theſe laſt caſes th 
_ the offenders over to be pun'{t'd ( when 
| they have prhen Sentence ) by the ſecular arms, 
they call the Magiſtrate, who is blindly ro ex- 
| Fute their decrees under pain of Hell firt, as if 
; Phriſtian Princes and Governours were appoints 
| o-ly by God to betheir Bravo's or Ha 
- pen, They give proteionand Sanfuary,to a 
|| exccrable 


| 
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ble oftendcrs, even to Murderers chem- 
res, ( whom God commanded to be indif- 
plably punii 'd with death) it they come with- 
their Churches, Cloyſters, or any other place, 
hich chey will pleale ro call holy ground, and 
the ordinary jullice, nay , the Soveraign 
per, do proceed againit ſich offenders, they 
under out their kxcommunication ; that is, 
ur off from the body of Chriſt , not the Prince 
ly, but the whole Nation and People.ſhutring 
he Church doors . and commanding divine ot- 
fices ro ceale , and ſometimes cyen authorizing 
the prople to riſe up in Arms, and conſtrain 
heir Governours to a ſubmithon, as happened 
to this poor City in the time «t our Anceſtors , 
when for but tor bidding the ſervant of a poor 
Carmclite Fryer clades yowed poverty , and 
# ould have kept none) to goarm'd, and puniſh» 
E ivg his diſobedience, with impriſonment , our 


* whole Senate with their Confalonier were con-. 


{ ſtrained to go to Avignon for ablolmion , and in 
+ caſe of refulal , had been maſſacred by the 
ople. It would almoſt aſtoniſh a wife man to 

'magine how th:ſe folks ſhou'd acquire an Em- 
? pire (0 deſtruftive to Chriſtian Religion, and (0 
pernicious torhe intereſts of men, but it will nor 
{oem {o miraculous to them who ſhall ſeriouſly 
conſider , that the Clergy hath been for more 
than theſe thouſand years upon the catch, and a 
| form'd united Corporation againſt the po 
| e. 
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Religion, and the intereſt of Mankind ard hay 
not only wreſted the Holy Scripturetotheir oo 
advantage ( which they have kept from the Lai 
ty in unknown languages , and by probibir 
the reading thereof ) but made uſe likewiic fir 
of the blind devotion and ignorance of th 
Goths, Vandals, Huns, 8c. and fince of the arn 
bition and avarice of Chriſtian Princes, (tirring 
them up one againſt another, and ſending then 
upon fooliſh errands to the Holy Land, to loi 
thcir lives, and to leave their Dominions, it 
the mean time, expoſed to themſelves and thei 
Complices, They have beſides kept Leatning 
and Knowledge among themſelves, ſtifling the 


light of the Goſpel , crying down Moral vertud 


as ſplendid fins, defacirg humane policy, de 
ſtroyingthe purity ofthe Chriſtian faith and 
proteſhon , and all that was virtuous, prudent, 
regular and orderly upon catth,ſo that whoever 
would do good, and gopd men ſervice, get hims 
ſelf immortal honour in this life, and eternal 
lory in thenext , would reſtore the good poy 
bh (I had almoſt aid with my Author Livy the 
ſanftity roo ) of the Heathens, with all their vas 
lour , and other glorious endowments; I ay, 
whoever would do this, muſt make himſelf 
powertul enough to extirpate this curſed and 
apoſtate race out of the world , and that 
may ſce this is lawful as well as neceſſary, 1 ſhall 
lay but one word of their calling and ——_ 
wilc 
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I then leave this (ubjet, The word Clergy, is 
| term wholly unknown to the Scriptures, 
herwiſe then in this lenſe; a particular 
pple or GOD'S lot uſed often for the 
ole Jewiſh Nation ; who are like- 
wiſe called aKingdom of Prieſts in ſome places, 
+ che New Teſlament the word Cleres is taken 
dr the true Believers, who are alſo. called the 
et, and'ofren the Church , which isthe 
Aſſembly of the Faithful met together , asis 
y {cen by reading the beginning of moſt of 
vt PaxPs Epiſtles, where writing to the Church, 
pr Chutches he uſually explains himlcH , To.etl 
Saints in Chrift. ſometimes, To all who have ob- 
ined ſome faith with us; { ometimes; To all who 
all places call upon the Name of the Lord Jeſnes, 8c. 
by which ir appears ; that neither the word 
SÞurch nor Chrgy was in thoſe days cver appro- 
atcd to the Paſtors or-Elders of the flock;bur did 
ipnify indifferently all che people afſembled to- 
ther; - which is likewiſe the literal conſtructi- 
\ of the word Fcekfia, which isan aflembly or 
eting;{ in theſe Congregations of Churches 
s preorrnd cheir Ordination, which proper- 
I gnifics no more than a decree of ſuch Afl- 
embly; but is particularly nſed for an EleCtion 
of” any-i*o the Miniſtry. 'The manner was 
this, Jometimes che Apoſtles themſelves in their 
Perigrinations , andſomerimes any other emi+, + 
bent Member of the Church, did propoſe tothe * 
SocictyCupon yacancy , or other neceſſity of a 
bj a 


altor, 


| 
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: Paſtor, Elder, or Deacon ) ſome good Hol 


te ta. Ld 
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man to be Eleed , which perfon it he hag 
parts or gitts, ſuch as che Church could caity by 


* was choſca by the lifring up ot hands, tha: is bye 
' ſuffrage, and oftentimes hands were Jaid upory 
; him,and Praycr made for him. I ele men (0 (ey 
' apartdid not pretend to any conlecration, Or {44 


credneſs more than they had betorc,much Icis rg 
becomc a diſtin thing from the teſt otmankind 
as if they had been metamorphoy'd ,-bur did 
attend to perform the (everal FunCtions of cheig 
calling, as prophecying ; that is, Preaching the 


+ Golpel, viliting the Sick, &e. and neyer inter- 


mitted the ordinary bufineſs of their Trade or 
Profeſſion, unleſs their Church or Congregation 
was very numerous , in which calc they were 


maintained bv alms or contribution, which was 


Jaid aſide by every member, and collected che 
firſt day ot the week by the Deacons , this was 
ſaid ro be giventothe Church, and was imploy- 
ed by ſuffrage. of the whole ColleRtive Body to 


' the poor, and toother incidencics, ſo far Was.it 


from Sacriledge in thoſe days to employ GChurcly 
goods to Lay uſes. From theſe words, CG , 
Chrgy, Ordination, Paſtor ;; ( which laſt hath been 
tranſlated of late years Biſhop ) you ſee hae 
concluſions theſe men have deduced and how 
;mmenſe a ſtructure they have raiſed; upon la 


| littlea foundation, and bow caſily it- will fall 


to the ground, when God ſhall inſpire Chriſti« 
nd Srates 19 xedeema his truths, oo 
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poor enſlaved Members out of their Chutt 


&s, and to bring back again into the world, 
ke true original Chriſtian faith , wich the Apo-« 
plical Churches, Paſtors, and Ordination, ſo 
pnſfiſtent-with moral virtue and integrity , ſo 
Ipfuland con ucirg ro the beſt and moſt pru- 
it policy, ſo fined tor obedience to Magiſtra- 
y and Government, all which the world hack 
t maty' years been deprived of , by the exe- 
table and innate ill quality , which is inſepa- 
Rble irom pricſt-craft, and the conjuration or 
xell of their new invented ordination; by whick 
hey cry with the Poer, 
: Jom furor humanum noſtro de peffore ſenſum 
-- Fxpuli & totum ſpirant pre cordia Phehum. 
hich makes them ſo Sacred, and Holy , that 
key bave ncthing of integrity, or indeed of hu- 
pany left in them. ] hope I ſhall not be 
ought impious any longer, upon this point , I 
mean for vindicating Chriſtian Religion from 
ce aſlaults of theſe men, who baving the cons 
dence to' believe, or at leaſt profels Cemaichves 
e only inſtruments which Gcd hath choſen or 
n choole to teach and referm the world 
Cthough they have neither Mcral virtues, nor 
latura! parts equal ro cther men for the moſt 
j part )have by this prerence prevail'd ſo far upon 
{the corimon fort of people , and upon ſome tco 
'of a berter quality, that theyare perſwaded 
Seir (alvation or cterral damnation depends 
In, believing _ believing of what they 
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fay. I would not be underſtood, to diflwade a 
from honouring the true Apoltolical T cachery 
when they ſhall be re eſtabliſhed amongſt us, 
or from allowing them ( even of right, and not 
of alms or courtcſie ) fach emoluments as may 
enable them cheerfully to perform the durics of 
their charge, ro provide for their Children, and 
even to ulc hoſpitality as they are commanded 
by St: Paul. Burt this I will prophecy before! 
conclude ; that if Princes ſhall pertorm ch;is bu, 
fineſs by balves, and leave any root of this Cler 
gy or rieftcrafe, as it now is, in the ground 
or it that famous Reformer , fled ſome year 
fince out of Picardy to Geneva, who is 0! 10 greal 
renown for learning and parts , and who pro 
miſesus ſo perfet a Reformation , ſhall not it 
this model wholly cxtirpate this ſort of men 
then I ſay I muſt foretel, that as well the Magi 
ſtrate as this Workman,will find themſelves de, 
ceived in their exp<fation , and that the leaf 
= of thisplant will over run again the whole 

ineyard of the Lord , and turn to a diftuſiyt 
Papacy in every Dioceſs, perhaps in eycry Pa 
riſh: Sothat God in his mercy inſpire hm 
cut out the core of the Ulcer, and the bag of th" 
1mpoſture, that it may never rankle or icſlc 
any more, nor break out hereafter, to diflutv 
new corruption and putrifaftion through ly 
body of Chriſt, which is his Holy Church, n- 
ro viciate and infe the good coder and true ” 
licy of gancnt, wg 4 
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v } come now to the laſt branch of my charge, 
which is, That / teach Princes villany , and bow to 
,enſ! rve and oppreſs their Swbjc(t;, In which accuſari- 
©n I ara dealt with as poor Agnolo Canini was, who 

s hey report, being a very learned-ratiler of 
the Laws, and lett the only man of this profefli- 
on ( one Autumn ) in our City, the reſt of the 
Advocates being fled intothe. countrey tor fear 
tf a contagious Dilcaſe which then reigned, was 
nzmanded by our Judges to afhit with his 
nie] both parcies, and to draw Pleas as well 
r the Defendant asthe Planrtift, clic the Courts 
Juſtice muſt have been ſhut up, Inihe ſame 
aner my accuſers handle me, and make me 
exhort and teach Subjetts torthrow off their 
inces, and then to inſtruct Monarchs how to 
n(lave and oppreſs them ; bur 1 did not expect 
{uch ingratitude trom mine own Citizens, or to 
-be {rrved as Moſes was, when he was upbraided 
«for killing the Feyprian , by one of his own peo- 
pic tor whole ſake he had done ic , whereas he 
lieved they would have underſtood by that 
action, that he was the pcrion whom God in- 
ended to make uſe in delivering them from 
the horrid ſlavery they were then under. If any 
Iman will read over my Bovuk of the Prince with 
irrpartiality and ordinary charity, he will caſt- 
ly perceive, that it isnot my intention therein 
co recommend that Governmenr, or rhoſe men 
here dilcribed, to the world; much leis ro 
reach 
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\ reach them to trample upon-pood men , and 

4 that isSacredand Venerable upon earth, La 
> Religion, Honeſty, and what not, if I ha 

: beena lictle roo punEtual in deſigning the 

] 

| 

| 


Monſters, and drawn them to the lite in al 
their lineamcnts and colours , I hope mankinl | 
will know them the better to avoid rhem , 

T rcarile being both a Satyr againſt them, and 

true Charactcr of them : 1 ſpeak nothing © 

vreat and honourable Princes, as'the Kings 6 

England, France, and others; who have 

Sta:cs and Orders of their Kingdoms with cx 

v ccllent Laws, and Conftirution, to found- ant 
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jj| mainrain their Government, ant} who reigt 
over the hearts as well as the perlons of - 
{jj {ubjefts; [rcaronly of thole vermin bred © 

y of th: corruption of our own ſmall Cn 


}  wealthsand Ciics,or engender'd by the il! bla 
| that come trom Rome, Olryaretto da Fermo, Borgi, 
thc Bagljoni, the Bentivoglio, and a hundred _—_ 
| who having had ncither right nor honourabll 
| means to bring them ro rheir power, - uſe þ 
| with more violence , rapin, and cruelry por 
x the poor people, than thoſe other renowned 
q Pi inces ſhew to the Boars, the Wolves, ti» 
| FoxcSs, and other ſavage beaſts which are Tt 
ft «@bzccts of their chaſe and hunting : whoſoeve 
: ; bis -myire over men isty'd ro no other rules 
' 
' 


than thc of his own will and luſt , muſt cithe? 
Ie 4 


\'i4 


Lc a Saint ro modcrate his pathons, or c 
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very Devil incarnate; or if he be neitherof | 
thele, both his life and reignarealiketo be very | 
ſhort ; tor whoſoever aces upon him ſo exe- | 
crable an employment as to rule men againſt 
the Laws of nature and of reaſon , mult turn 
- all topic turvy , and never ſtick at any thing, 
| for if once he halt, he will fall and never riſc a- 
* gain: T1 hope atter this 1 need {ay little to julti- 
Fe my ſclt trom the calumny ot adviling theſe 
Monſters to break their faith, ſince to keep it is 
þ to loſe their Empire, . faithfulnels- and fince- 
'. City being their mortal enemies, and UVgwceione 
della Faggivola to one who upbraided him , that 
* he neyer employed honeſt men ; anſwered , Ho- 
| neſt men will cut my throat, let the King uſe honeſt men, 
meaning the King of Naples , who was cſtabliſh- : 
ed in.his Throne , and had right. to ir. Bur * 
|. that I may have occaſion to jultific my ſelf a- | 
zainſt alittle more then I am accuſed of , I will | 
conicls , that in a work where I deſired tobe a | 
little more {erious , than I was in. this Book of 
the Prince, I did affirm, that in what wav (©- 
ever men detended their Country , whether by 
breaking or keeping their faith, it was ever well 
detended, not meaning in a ſtrick moral lene, 
Or point. of honour , bur explaing my {cit char 
de f1: the infamy of the breach of word, would 
quickly be forg ten and pardoned by the 
world; which is verv true. Nay, what it Iho4 
[ail tat good faccels in any-interprizes ( a far 
: |C!s 
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£ls conſideration then piety to cur Connell 
would have cancell'd the bleam of ſuch perhdy 
as Ceſar ( whom I compare to Cataline ) us! ro+ 
wards his fellow-Citiz' ns, not only not detefted 
by poſt: rity, but even crown'd with renown and 
Immortal fame; infomuch as Princes ro chis 
day ) as I haye obſeryed elſewhere) think it an 
honour co becompared to him, and the higlicf 
pitch of yeneration their flatters can arrive at 
1srocall them by the name of one who violated 
his faith , and cnſlav'd his Country. | hope 
that in ſhzwing as well theſe Tyrants as the poot 
people rm, forced to live under them, thei 
canger, that is by laying before the former, the 
helith and precipicous courſes they muſt u'c rc 
maintain their ppwer , by repreſenting to the 
rter, what they muſt tuff-r, I may be inſtru- 
mental, firſt, to deter private Citizens from at: 
perypring upon the liberties of their Country , 
or it they have done it, to make them lay dowr 
their il] gorren Authoriry ; and then to warn the 
reſt of the Nobility and people, from theſe faQti 
ons and malignancies in their {everal common- 
wealths and Governments, which might give 
hope and opportunity to-rhoſe who are ambiti- 
ous am ngſt them, to aſpire to an Empire ove1 
them. However it prove, | hope | am no mor: 
ro be blimed for my attemrt ., then that exccl- 
lent Phyſician of our Nation is, who hath Jats 


Iy taken ſo much pains to compoſe an excellent 
Treatiſe 
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reatiſe , of that foul Diſcaſe which was, not 
bng ſince , - broughi trom the new world into 
helc parts; wherein though he be forced co ule 
ach expretſions as are alm'ſt able ro nauſcate 
his Readers, and talk of ſuch Ulcers, Boyles, 
Nodes, Botches, Cankers, &c. that are ſcarce fir 
to be repeated , e'pecially when he handles the 
'cauſcs of thoſe eftefts, yer he did not intend to 
each or exhort men to get this Diſcale z much 
leis did hc bring this lamentable infirmity into 
che world, bur diſcribes it faithfully as it is, to 
the end men may be detercd, and avoid the 
heing infected with jc, and may dilcern and 
cure , whenever their incontinence and folly 
ſtall procure it them. I ſhall ſay no more in 
this matter; but ro conclude all mike a prote- 
» ſtation, that as well in this Boak, as in all my 
| other Writing , my only ſcope anJ deſign is to 
promote the intereſt and weltare of mankind, 
an. the peace and quiet of the world , both 
which Iam ſovain as to believe , would be ber- 
ter obrained and provided tor , if the principles 
I lay down were tollowed and oblerved by 
Princesand I'cople, than they are like to be by 
tholc Maxims which arc in this Age moſt in 
vogue. For my ſelt Iſhall only ſay (C and call 
you all to witnels for the truth of it )) that as by 
my Birth I am a Gentleman, and of 2 
a !'amily which hath had many Con- -— A a 
ſalanters of Juſtice in itz fo] hayebecu F 
ue 
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uſed in many imploym2n:s of greattruſt , b 
in our Cicy and abroad; and ar this 1onr 

am not 11 my Eltace 0n2 penny the berrex 
for them all, nor ſhould | have been , ab 
though [ ha4 nev-r ſad:red any loſſes by the 
ſeizure of my E'tate in the year 1531, for my 
catriag* it hath eyer beea void of tatti > an 

conrention, I n:yer had any prejudice a:;1inff 
the houle of Mdici, but honour:d the per! »2 of 
all thoſe of chat Family whom | knew, ai rhe 
memary of {uch of them as lived before me, 
whom I acknwledge to have been excellent Pa- 
triots and P'Ilars of our Ciry and Common- 
wealth. During the turbulent rimes of Pero, 
and after his expulſin out of Florence, though 
mv employments were bu- Miniſterial, mv ads 
vice was ask'd in many grave matters, which [ 
ever delivered with impartiality and iniffe- 
rence, nor elpouling the heady opinions of any, 
much leſs their-paſhons and animoſtties; I ever 
ſided with any Party further than that the Dus» 
ty of my charge oblieged me to (erve the pre- 
yailing Parry , when poſle{fd of the Govern- 
ment of our City; this I (peak for thole changes 
that happened berween the fAlizht of the laid Pier 
de M-dici , and the horrid Parricide committed 
by Chment the 7th. upon his indulgent Mother, 
joyning with his greateſt enemies, and unitins; 
himſelf with thoſe who had uſcd the-moſt rran!- 
ccadent inſolence to his own perſon , and th: 
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higheſt violence and tury the Sun ever ſaw to his 
poor Courtiers and Subjefts, and fo accompain< 
£d he might: ſheath his Sword in the bowels of 
:his own defolare Country, Ar that time , and 
during chat whol: Sicge, I muſt confeſs I did 


on” 


{break the confines of my Neutrality , and not 
only ated as I was commanded barely , bar 
rouz'd my lelf, and flir'd up others haranguing 
+C in the Streers and places of the Ciry } the Peo- 
"plerodefend with the laſt drop of their Blood , 


the Walls of their Country, and the Liberty of 
their Government; taking very "os, fg 
Journevs to Ferrucio , and then into the Myzello 
and other parts, to bring in Succours and Pro- 
vil1-as to our languiſhing Ciry, and aCting as a 
Sor idier C which was a new profefſion to me) 
at the age of above ſrxty , when others arc deſ- 
penſed trom it. For all which, Ihad fo entire.a 
fatisfation in my mind and conſcience , that I 
2m per{waded this cordial made me able to {up- 
port the ſuftcrings which betel me after our Ca- 
taſtrophe, and ro rejoyce in them (o far, that 
all the malice and crueltics of our enemies, could 
never draw one word from me unſutable ro the 
honour I thought I merited , and in {ſome fort 
enjoy, for being inſtrumental to detend ( as long 
as it was poſhble ) our Altars and our Hcarths. 
Bur all that 1 have undergone, hath been abun- 
dantly recompenced to me by the favour and 
courtelic) of the moſt excellent Signior Coſmo , 
who 
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7 © ho hath been pleaſed to offer me all the pref 
ments the greateſt amHbirion could afpire ro 
which 1 di1 nor retuſe our of any (cruple to ſery 
fo incomparable a Prince, who ſee early year; 
manifeſt ſo m:1ch courage, humaaicy, anc 
prudeace, an ſv ficherly a care of the pn>lick 
good, bnrt becauſe I was very delireous nur rc 
accepr of a charge whica I 4s nar able to per 
form , my years and infirnitics having nos 
brought me to a condition in which | am fire 
t:> live in a Cloyſter then a Palace , and mad: 
me good for nothing bur to talk of palt rimes 
the common vice of old Age: So that I dic n 

think it juſt or grarctul © reward this exce|lcn 
. perſon fo ill for his kin-inels , as to give him : 
” uſeleſs Servant, and to fill up the place of 2 ta: 
berrer. This isall | rhink fit to ſay of this marre 
I chuſe ro addreſs itro you Zenobio, for the con 
ſtant friendſhipl have ever entertained wich you 
& tormerly with your deceaſed Father,the com 

nion of my Studies, and ornameua: of ow 
Ciry. And (ol bid you farewell, 


The firſt of April, , 
1537+ 


